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Friendship Heights TMD Advisory Committee Meeting 
 

Summary – Meeting of November 10, 2008 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
Voting Members Present 
April Birnbaum    Lerch, Early and Brewer, Representing New England Development 
Leonard Grant    Friendship Heights Village Council   
Bill McCloskey    Citizens Coordinating Committee on Friendship Heights 
William P. Farley   Town of Somerset  
David Glass    Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers  
Jessica Moore    The JBG Companies  
N. Leslie Olson    Chevy Chase Land Company 
Robert Schwarzbart (Chair)  Friendship Heights Village Council 
David Viertels    EagleBank (Employer of fewer than 50) 
 
Non-Voting Members Present  
        
TMD Staff Present 
Jim Carlson    DOT/Transit Services Division-Commuter Services 
 
Absent 
Sandra L. Brecher   DOT/Transit Services Division-Commuter Services 
Chief Roy Gordon   Chevy Chase Village Police 
Capt. Russell Hamill   Montgomery County Police 
Mary Herman     Polinger Shannon and Luchs (Employer of greater than 50) 
Charles Kines    M-NCPPC 
Gregory Knoop    Oudens + Knoop Architects (Employer of fewer than 50) 
Carlean Russell    Saks Fifth Avenue (Employer of greater than 50) 
R. Mallory Starr   Somerset House Management Association  
Kenneth Williams   GEICO 
 
Guests 
Bob Gonzales    Montgomery County DOT 
Bob Joiner    The Agenda News 
Julian Mansfield   Village of Friendship Heights 
Barbara Tauben    Friendship Heights Village Civic Assn. 

********************************************************************* 
 

Items 1,2,3 – Introductions, Review Approval of October minutes, Chair’s Comments.   Members and guests 
introduced themselves.  The minutes from the October meeting were approved with a minor typographical 
correction.   
Chair Bob Schwarzbart announced that on Thursday evening, the Friendship Heights Village Center will be 
hosting a conversation with Robert J. Samuelson, who writes weekly columns for the Washington Post and 
Newsweek.  Admission will be free.  Additionally, on December 4, Linda Greenhouse, former New York Times 
reporter, will be speaking at the Center. 
 
Item 4 – Wisconsin Place Update: April Birnbaum updated the committee on the various components of the 
Wisconsin Place project.  For those unfamiliar, Wisconsin Place is an 8-acre parcel of land, containing 1.1 million 
square feet of development.  It will be a mixed use development, consisting of a 20,000 square foot Community 
Center, residential units, retail outlets, office space, and a Whole Foods store. 
 
The Community Center will be turned over to the County at some point in the next month, and the County will be 
able to outfit the building.  It is expected to open between July and September of 2009.  The 432 residential units 
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should be opening in January.  The hope is that by the spring of 2009, the entire retail development should be up 
and running as well. 
 
Mr. Schwarzbart mentioned that when he toured the Community Center, there were questions about whether it 
could be adequately funded.  Ms. Birnbaum said that she has not heard that this will be a problem.  Mr. 
Schwarzbart asked about Whole Foods’ financial situation as well, but as far as Ms. Birnbaum knows, Whole 
Foods will be built as planned.  The parking garage is slated to hold approximately 1,700 vehicles. 
 
In terms of specific pedestrian pathway issues, Ms. Birnbaum explained that the drawing distributed to the group 
was not the most up to date, but was intended as more of a general visual aid.  The more up to date drawings that 
have signs and way finding on them are much harder to read so Ms. Birnbaum did not think they would be 
appropriate for the discussion. 
 
Leonard Grant asked if the plan was for another lane of traffic along Wisconsin Avenue to cut into the sidewalk.  
Ms. Birnbaum confirmed this. 
 
Item 5 - Friendship Heights Pedestrian Enhancements:  Robert Gonzales, Montgomery County DOT, 
discussed County’s efforts on the Wisconsin Place side of Wisconsin Avenue.  Mr. Gonzales first explained the 
various pedestrian safety enhancements the County has planned.  
 
One thing that has worked in other areas like Silver Spring and Bethesda is to have a wider median, and the plan is 
to implement this along Wisconsin Avenue.  Work cannot begin until the Wisconsin Place project relocates its curb.  
Once this happens, they will have the width necessary to widen the median, and to refurbish and remark the 
roadways with an exclusive left turn lane, two straight through lanes and a right turn only lane.  Currently, there are 
only three lanes in use. 
 
Wisconsin Place will also be rebuilding its signal to make it more pedestrian friendly.  Boston Properties is anxious 
to get this done within the next month or two.  The Metro entrance will have a canopy installed, and Turner 
Construction can start the landscaping.  The hope is to have the area opened to pedestrians by mid-December. 
 
Mr. Gonzales said that much of the funding has decreased recently, but the County is making do.  Most of the 
work should start in December and continue through the spring. 
 
Mr. Schwarzbart asked about a place for drop-offs on the Wisconsin Place side.  Barbara Tauben said that there 
was extensive discussion about a drop-off during the approval process at the Planning Board.  There was consensus 
among all the authorities that there would be no such drop-off on Wisconsin Avenue.  There will be short term 
parking underneath the building that gives people access to Metro from inside Wisconsin Place, which may be one 
of the reasons that there is no drop-off on the Wisconsin Place side (even off of Wisconsin Avenue.)  Ms. 
Birnbaum stated she will look into the way finding aspect, to ensure that there is proper signage. 
 
Mr. Schwarzbart asked what concessions were being made for the moderately high percentage of the population 
in Friendship Heights that has some trouble getting around, especially in allowing people sufficient time to cross 
the street.  Mr. Gonzales is very familiar with signal timing and signal timing issues.  He said that SHA is to be 
retiming the signal at Willard and Wisconsin, and this should utilize countdown timers.  Additionally, these timers 
have audible features to assist the blind community, both in locating the equipment, and in notifying them when it 
is safe to cross. 
 
Item 6 – FH Village Civic Association Alternative Pedestrian Safety Proposal:  Ms. Tauben said that the Civic 
Association has found some alternatives to the State Highway Administration’s response to her earlier letter, as 
discussed last month.  Since she could not provide details at the last meeting, Ms. Tauben wished to do so today.  
First and foremost, Ms. Tauben believes that the southbound bus stop on Wisconsin Avenue across from the bus 
station must be eliminated.  When the bus stop is moved 112 feet northward as currently planned, it will be very 
close to the intersection of Willard, causing problems with traffic backups and pedestrian safety.   
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Ms. Tauben is asking for the Advisory Committee’s support on this proposal, which would impact WMATA and 
likely the Planning Board. 
 
Mr. Schwarzbart also brought up the fact that the only vehicles that can turn left onto Wisconsin Avenue from 
Wisconsin Circle are buses.  Mr. Schwarzbart suggested a dedicated turn arrow.  The draw back is that there are 
only two lanes to work with, but Mr. Schwarzbart pointed out Arlington and Old Georgetown where there are 
only two lanes and there is a dedicated turn arrow. 
 
The issue will require further discussion at the December meeting, after members have had time to review the 
proposal. 
 
Item 7 – Western and River Road Covered Bus Stop:  Jim Carlson showed the email he sent to WMATA 
regarding moving the shelter back 16 inches as previously discussed (included in meeting packet).  This would 
place the rear of the shelter against the retaining wall and provide about 60 inches of sidewalk in front of the 
shelter, bringing it into compliance with ADA standards.  Mr. Schwarzbart cosigned the email. 
 
Item 8 – Wisconsin Circle Taxi Stand:  Leslie Olson expressed concern that the taxis are not currently 
maintaining the three cab limit, but are now often standing in a queue of five or six.   
 
Mr. Schwarzbart agrees that we should try to maintain the three taxi maximum.  He suggested that perhaps the 
County Police can assist with issuing citations.  The County has decided to leave taxis on the Circle at this point in 
time. 
 
Mr. Grant mentioned that he typically sees several cars standing both in front of and behind the line of taxis.  This 
is allowed, as retail customers may park briefly to pick up items, and delivery vehicles typically use the Circle as 
well. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:10 AM 
Next meeting date: December 9, 2008 


